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Tlie   Legitimate   Demand   for   Navies.
Commercial nations in early days suffered
from depredations of piratical crews which
sailed the seas to rob merchantmen, where-
ever found. It became necessary to send ves-
sels armed with guns to protect merchant •
vessels from such robbers. Here navies had
their beginning; they were built to preserve
the peace and to make the seas safe for legi-
timate commerce. As shipping increased in
volume the number of protecting vessels in-
creased. In time national ambitions led to
strengthening these protecting vessels, and
ships with many guns appeared. With this
development of strong sea forces navies be-
came important elements in war, and no war
was projected without due consideration of
the assistance which could be rendered by
them.
When the Monitor and Merrimac battle in
1862 developed the iron-clad vessel, the seri-
ous business of building modern competitive
navies was begun, though the pirates of old
had disappeared from the seas, and eommeree-
laden vessels found the ocean lanes every-
where safe. The theory persisted that were
war vessels to disappear the highwaymen of
the seas might reappear, and there is truth in
the assertion, even to-day, but precaution in
that respect has not been the moving impulse
in naval development. It has been due to-
national distrust, in the main, although self-
proteetion has also been a motive. Since
naval vessels have become so important a part
of modern warfare, the great nations have
considered it necessary to build navies large
enough to maintain their interests on the seas
against all the powers of a possible adver-
sary.
How Power Is Divided, The greatest
maritime nation is Great Britain. Theoret-
ically, therefore, that empire should have the
world's largest navy, that it may not fail in
its duty to watch over possessions extending
to the remotest corners of the earth. The
supremacy of British sea-power was main-
tained for generations, but this primacy was
surrendered in the interests of world peace
in 1921, at the Washington Conference. This
conference was called by President Harding
to effect reduction of arms and to stop com-
petitive naval building. As a result of that
meeting, it was agreed that the navies of
Great Britain and the United States should
for fifteen years be of equal strength (ton-
nage), and that Japan's navy should be
 three-fifths as strong. These proportions
are indicated by the figures 5-5-3. France
and Italy agreed to equal naval tonnage be-
low that of the three powers named, the five-
power strength being denoted by the propor-
tion 5-5-3-1.66-1.66. The actual tonnage to
be permitted each nation in the Five-Power
Treaty signed at the time was as follows:
United States, 525,000; Great Britain, 525,-
000 5 Japan, 315,000; France, 175,000; Italy,
175,000.
Germany had a navy about half as strong
as that of Great Britain at the beginning of
the World War; their numbers of ships were
545 and 304, respectively; their tonnage, 2,-
714,106 and 1,306,577. From the war Ger-
many emerged without a navy, for nearly all
of its naval vessels, to the number of more
than seventy that had escaped destruction in
the Battle of Jutland (May 31, 1916), were
surrendered to the Allies under the terms of
the Treaty of Versailles.
Under the Nazi government headed by
Adolph Hitler nearly fifteen years later, that
dictator declared his intention to abrogate
such parts of the treaty as affected national
defense, and notified the world that he would
rebuild the German army and navy, regard-
less of the attitude of the former Allied na-
tions. Europe was thoroughly alarmed, but
Great Britain reached an agreement with the
German government whereby the latter
should limit its contemplated naval construc-
tion to thirty-five per cent of the tonnage
allotted to the British nation. France pro-
tested this arrangement, because of its tradi-
tional feeling of national insecurity in all
things affecting relations with Germany, and
because it would assure Germany a navy prac-
tically equal in tonnage with its own, but the
agreement was not modified, to the manifest
discomf orture of France,
Kinds of War Vessels. Following is a
brief statement of the principal classes of
warships, the names given being- those popu-
larly applied to each class:
Superdrenanaii#lit, the largest warship
built, slightly heavier and more powerful
than the dreadnaught It is likely to have
16-Inch guns.
Dreadnaught (meaning* a fearless person)
wafi the most powerful battleship until the
advent of the superdreadnaugrht, "Vessels of
these two classes are over 500 feet long" and
have a displacement of at least 26,000 to 32,000
tone. Their guns are of the heaviest caliber
(net less than 14 inches) and the longest
twenty

